Influence of ganciclovir prophylaxis on citomegalovirus, human herpesvirus 6, and human herpesvirus 7 viremia in renal transplant recipients.
In order to know the influence of ganciclovir (GCV) prophylaxis on cytomegalovirus (CMV) human herpesvirus (HHV)-6 and HHV-7 replication in renal transplant recipients, three groups were studies: 54 patients without GCV; 29, with short-term GCV prophylaxis (less than 30 days); and 51, with long-term GCV prophylaxis (more than 60 days). CMV viremia was more prevalent in the first group (74%, 55%, and 29%, respectively), but CMV replication was also found in 14 patients during therapy, in the other two groups. The antiviral did not affect the prevalence of HHV-6 (67.2%) or HHV-7 (76%), but HHV-6 viremia appeared later (42 +/- 31 vs 21 +/- 25/38 +/- 29 days posttransplant) and was shorter (29 +/- 30 vs 62 +/- 34/41 +/- 33 days) among patients with long-term GCV prophylaxis. On the other hand, CMV viremia was longer when HHV-6 replication was present (40 +/- 25 days vs 18 +/- 16 days). In addition, HHV-7 DNA was detected in all patients with CMV disease.